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Dodgers catcher Austin Barnes embraces pitcher Clayton Kershaw who came out of the bullpen to finish off the Milwaukee 
Brewers in Game 7 of the NLCS, and return the Dodgers to the World Series.
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In a winner-take-all Game 7 of the NLCS, the Dodgers outlasted the Brewers 5-1 at Miller Park on Saturday to punch their return 

ticket to the World Series. Los Angeles will face off against the Red Sox in a series that starts on Tuesday in Fenway Park. 

The final game of the NLCS started in dramatic fashion with Brewers right fielder Christian Yelich connecting on a 98-mile-per-hour 

fastball off Dodger’s starting pitcher Walker Buehler, for a solo homerun over the center field wall, just beyond the outstretched 

glove of Yasiel Puig. The 1-0 lead was short-lived as the Brewers starter Jhoulys Chacin—who had not allowed a run this postseason

—got into trouble early in the top of the second, yielding a full-count bunt to Manny Machado, whose speed prevented any play at 

first. Cody Bellinger stepped into the box and took advantage of a shaky Chacin to send a fastball into the right field seats for his 

first postseason homerun and a 2-1 lead for the Dodgers.

Brewers manager Craig Counsell elected to bring in his ace pitcher, left-handed reliever Josh Hader in the top of the third, who was 

well rested after not being used in the Game 6 win on Friday. In three innings of work, Hader allowed just two base runners, posted 

eight strikeouts and did not allow a run, keeping the score tight.

The Brewers started to make some noise in the bottom of the fifth off Buehler with a two-out double by Lorenzo Cain. The Dodgers 

went to their bullpen, signaling for 22-year old left-hander Julio Urias to face Christian Yelich. The right fielder lifted a ball into the 

outfield that looked like it would drop just before the fence, but Dodgers left fielder Chris Taylor made a spectacular, game-

changing grab to end the inning.

With Hader’s velocity dipping, the Brewers brought in Xavier Cedeno to start the sixth inning and the Dodgers immediately jumped 

on the new pitcher with a leadoff single from Max Muncy. Cedeno was replaced by reliever Jerermy Jeffress who didn’t fare much 

better, surrendering a line drive single to Justin Turner. Bellinger reached on a force out and stole second to set up Puig with two on 

and two out.  Puig ripped a Jeffress curveball over the center field fence for a three-run shot, pushing the score to 5-1.



Thirty-eight-year-old reliever Ryan Madson—who the Dodgers picked up mid-season from the Nationals—took the mound in the 

bottom of the sixth and retired the next five batters he faced, before yielding the rubber to Kenley Jansen, who threw for 1-1/2 

scoreless innings. Three-time Cy Young Award winner Clayton Kershaw came in to see the game out in the bottom of the ninth 

with three quick outs. With the Game 7 win, the Dodgers are headed back to the World Series for their second trip in as many 

years. 

One of the youngest members of the Dodgers squad, 24-year old Walker Buehler—who, before going pro, pitched in back-to-

back NCAA Men’s College World Series games for Vanderbilt, including a winner-take-all game in 2015—was taking it all in. “It’s 

unbelievable,” he said. “It doesn’t feel real, but I’m so glad I get to be a part of this. There’s nothing like it.” Teammate Chris Taylor, 

who arguably made the catch of the game, started the game at second base and then was playing left field when he snagged the 

deep fly ball off Yelich's bat to prevent a game-tying run. “I just sprinted as fast as I could to catch up with it and I was able to get 

my glove on it," he said. One of the most versatile players on the team, Taylor started the season as a center field, shifted to 

shortstop after Corey Seager went out with a season-ending injury and then moved back to the outfield when Machado was 

picked up in July. 

With the Brewers players and fans holding back emotion, Counsell tried to offer a consoling word. “This is a tough one to swallow. 

It’s hard to get this close and not win, but all credit to the Dodgers. They are a well-coached team and a tough opponent. Our 

time will come. Unfortunately, it just won’t be this year.” 
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