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Cal State Fullerton's Timmy Richards scores on Vanderbilt pitcher Carson Fulmer's wild pitch during the fifth inning.  
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Cal State Fullerton dominates before weather delay 
OMAHA – Cal State Fullerton on Sunday ended the six-year drought since its last College World Series 
appearance but will have to wait until Monday to finish its opener because of lightning and heavy 
showers. 

About 90 minutes after the official delay at 7:22 p.m., the NCAA suspended the game between the Titans 
and the defending national champion Vanderbilt Commodores, until Monday at 9:05 
a.m. at TD Ameritrade Park.

The game will resume in the bottom of the sixth inning, with the Titans leading, 3-0. The Commodores 
had a runner on third base, with two outs, and cleanup batter Zander Wiel was working a 3-2 count. 

“It’s unfortunate that we got delayed, but I’ve been to Omaha plenty of times and weather is just 
something you have to deal with,” says Titans coach Rick Vanderhook. “We were playing really well and 
we just have to come back and continue to do the same in the morning.” 
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The Titans (39-23), who turned away No.3 national seed Louisville in the super regional, were again in the 
process of pulling off an upset against another baseball powerhouse. 

Titans ace right-hander, Thomas Eshelman, was superb through 5-2/3 innings, allowing just four hits 
and fanning eight batters, without giving up a walk. He threw 89 pitches (64 strikes), making his return 
highly unlikely on Monday . 

He also held Commodores shortstop Dansby Swanson, the No.1 overall pick in last week’s draft, hitless in 
three at-bats with two flyouts and a strikeout. 

Eshelman, the junior first-team All-American and 46th overall pick in the draft (Houston Astros), was 
leading the pitchers’ duel against hard-throwing right-hander Carson Fulmer, a fellow teammate last 
summer on USA Baseball’s Collegiate National Team and the eighth overall selection (Chicago White Sox). 

Fulmer had thrown 104 pitches (65 strikes) and allowed three earned runs on four hits, three wild pitches, 
two walks and a balk. He also had seven strikeouts, including three in the fourth inning. 

But the Titans got to him with their normal small-ball strategy and the opportunistic game playing that 
landed them in Omaha with a pedestrian .265 average and 20 home runs – both lows among the eight 
teams in the College World Series field. 

The Titans got their first run with the help of a walk and balk by Fulmer. Their second run came on the 
heels of two wild pitches. Their third run arrived courtesy of a clutch single by Josh Vargas. 

All three runs came from the bottom three batters in the Fullerton lineup, while the top five 
batters in the lineup accounted for six of Fulmer’s seven strikeouts. 

The Titans opened the scoring in the third inning when Timmy Richards walked, went to second 
on Fulmer’s balk and advanced to third on A.J. Kennedy’s sacrifice bunt. 

Taylor Bryant, the Titans’ No.9 hitter who entered batting just .048 (1 for 21) this postseason and 
.194 overall, jumped on Fulmer’s hanging two-strike curveball, lacing an RBI single into center to score 
Richards for a 1-0 lead. 

Fulmer missed his location again in the fifth inning and walked Richards for the second time with one out. 
Then Kennedy, who came in with a .169 batting average and hit eighth, swatted a double along the left-
field line. 

Richards scored from third on a wild pitch for the Titans’ second run. Kennedy came home on a 
Vargas single to right for the Titans’ 3-0 lead. The Titans were in the cat-bird seat when the lightning 
began to flicker a few miles beyond the left-field wall and the delay was called. 




