
Oklahoma celebrates it's second NCAA Women's College World Series championship in as many years. The Sooners 
outlasted Florida in the best of three series to hoist the championship trophy for the fourth time in Oklahoma City.
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Oklahoma Wins Back-to-Back WCWS Championships 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Following a historic 500-pitch, 17-inning, 5-1/2-hour game that kicked off the NCAA 
Women’s College World Series championship, the Florida Gators and the Oklahoma Sooners were back at it again 
less than 24 hours later. In a game where the two teams swapped the lead four times, Oklahoma  secured a 7-5 
win in the 17th inning after sophomore Shay Knighten hit a two-out, three-run homer to take the lead. 

In a must-win game two for Florida, Oklahoma jumped out to an early lead in the bottom of the first when right-
fielder and Big 12 Freshman of the Year, Nicole Mendes, hit a solo home run that just cleared the left field fence, 
putting the Sooners up 1-0. Florida answered in the top of the second when Sophia Reynoso homered to left field 
to start the inning and knot the score at 1-1. With two outs, McLean singled and Lorenz was intentionally walked. 
Behind in the count, DeWitt singled to left field, advancing both the runners. With the bases loaded, Ocasio hit an 
RBI single, scoring McLean. The Gators weren’t finished yet. Kvlstad was hit by a pitch, sending Lorenz home for 
the third run of the inning. Parker got the final out when Wheaton popped up in foul territory. 

The Sooners wasted no time creating some drama of their own in the bottom of the second. After a ground out by 
Sydney Romero, Halfield singled to left, followed by a Wodach walk. Arnold beat out a dribbler in front of the 
plate to load the bases with one out. Mercedes struck out swinging, but Clifton walked, sending Halfield home. 
With the bases still loaded, Knighten hit the first pitch to right center, clearing the bases and tacking on three 
more Oklahoma runs. Aviu singled to left and then stole second, but she and Knighten were stranded when 
Pendley flied out to right field. But the damage was done and the Sooners moved ahead 5-3. Florida pulled one 
back in the top of the third when Herndon hit a solo home run to center field, keeping the Gators within one. But 
closer Paige Lowary shut Florida down, allowing just one hit in the top of the sixth. In Florida's final at bat, Lowary 
got both DeWitt and Ocasio to strike out swinging at her changeup. The final out came when Kvlstad hit a 
dribbler to Lowary, who was able to easily scoop up the ball and fire to first to seal the win. The players rushed the 
field and head coach Patty Gasso was overcome with emotion as the Sooners celebrated back-to-back 
championships with the 2017 Women’s College World Series win.
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