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SAN FRANCISCO - The array of emotions from the American people during this election cycle have ranged from 

jubilant elation to downright despair, and everything in between. The 2016 election has been characterized by most, as 

historic and momentous, polarizing a very divided populace. While Trump won the electoral vote, most news outlets 

are predicting that Clinton will win the popular vote. For an election that featured two very unpopular candidates in the 

presidential race, record numbers of voters exercised their freedom and cast their ballots for candidates and 

propositions that aligned with their personal ideologies. Get out the vote efforts brought in scores of new and first-time 

voters, and convenient pathways for early and mail-in votes, emerged. After a hard-fought election on both sides, many 

worn and weary voters are happy to have the election behind them; others are attempting to process their emotions.  



While many have surmised the reasoning behind the outcome, the response by voters of all stripes has formed an 

unexpected picture. 

 

A registered Democrat who supported Obama in the last two elections, Addison Shanberg of Denver, Colo. voted for 

Trump in this election cycle. “I feel the Democratic Party no longer represents me,” says Shanberg, a civil rights 

lawyer with a thriving practice. “I am a big supporter of responsible, social programs, but I also want reasonable taxes 

and a manageable debt load,” she says. “We can’t keep spending money we don’t have to help everyone else. We have 

a responsibility to our own citizens first.” That sentiment is echoed by Rafael Jimenez in Galveston, Texas, a landscape 

contractor who emigrated from Mexico to the U.S. and became an American citizen last year. His son Jesus was 

murdered by a Syrian refuge with radical-Muslin leanings who claimed that Jesus was an infidel because he didn’t 

worship Allah. “When did America start putting refuges first without any care for their violent thoughts and 

practices?” he says. “We should know who is coming to the United States to add to its culture and contribute, and not 

just expect to give them sanctuary without accountability. The government has a responsibility to me and my family 

and the rest of America first. We are here because we love this country. Not everybody feels that way and we should 

know the difference.” 

 

Bill Wilson, an Ocala, Fla. county maintenance worker who is set to retire next year, voted for Gary Johnson. “I 

normally vote Republican, but I didn’t like Trump’s lack of respect for other people,” he says. “We need a new 

message and a new plan and Hillary is not the one to carry it. She is part of the old guard and the Washington elite and 

I was not in favor of that either. I voted across party lines this year. I am willing to give Trump a chance, just like I 

gave Obama a chance.”  



 

Assertions about what fueled the outcome are being debated on both sides, including that people voted against Clinton 

because they didn’t want a woman, or were racist towards Obama. Others assert there was a deep-seated conspiracy or 

that current party leaders are out of touch. While each has an element of truth, most did not line up with the reasoned 

responses that poured in from across the nation.  

 

One predominant shift this year was in the voter turnout and the understanding that every vote counts — in some states 

where electoral votes are cast by county, the difference between one candidate and the other was less than 100 votes. 

This was the first election in more than a decade where greater than 50 percent of voters requested supplemental guides 

on candidates and propositions, and visited candidate-formed and state-sponsored sites. An overwhelming majority of 

voters —73 percent — completely filled out their ballots, up from 67 percent four years ago. “Those numbers are 

telling,” says Dr. Andrew Atkeson, a UCLA economics professor who tracks elections for both parties. “That number 

has not increased for decades, which generally indicates that people felt confident in how and who they voted for.” 

American University philosophy professor, Dr. Cameron Bassiri, believes just the opposite. “Make no mistake, this 

election was about the uninformed and uneducated,” he says. “Trump has no experience governing anything and he 

lacks the temperament to lead our nation.” Many of the university’s student body were up in arms about the election, 

choosing to exercise their frustration by burning the American flag and skipping out on class. Bassiri allowed his 

students to miss class if they chose to. “Many were extremely traumatized,” he says. 

 

 

 



 

Madison, Wis. resident and 15-year U.S. Navy veteran John Parker takes exception to that kind of protest. “I believe in 

a person’s right to exercise their opinion,” he says. “Hell, I fight for it every day. But that does not extend to the 

American flag. Defacing it is a complete denigration and shows disrespect for our nation, and the patriots who serve 

it.” Jaime Anderson, a real estate broker in Kansas City, Kan. also weighed in. “I do get tired of those in academia who 

elevate themselves above everyone else and believe they speak for the rest of the country,” she says. “They have lost 

touch with the real world and the working middle class. When was the last time they actually got out and implemented 

some of the ideas they espouse, instead of just pontificating about them? We are not all country bumpkins like they 

might suppose. We do most of the working and paying and volunteering in this country and we want a return on our 

investment.” 

 

White House press corps member Stephen Overfeldt has been covering presidential elections since Bill Clinton and 

was surprised by what he saw in the last year. “The sustained numbers of people that showed up to Trump rallies, even 

right up to the end, was largely ignored by the opposition. I don’t think you can dismiss that kind of response as a 

fluke. These people were passionate and represented a wide swath of the population.” Contrary to popular belief, 

Overfeldt saw all ethnicities and cultures represented at Trump rallies, not just the blue-collar, white male voter who 

hailed from the rust-belt states. “I think we were all a little naïve about what was actually happening out there,” he 

says. 

 

 

 



 

Democratic strategist Carole Owens-Marsh was introspective in her response. “The American population was sending 

a message and both parties would be wise to heed its warning,” she says. “They are tired of politics as usual, so much 

so that they were willing to elect a complete outsider. Trump tapped into their anger about taxes and immigration and 

job loss. Now we all need to get to work realigning our party’s values and platforms with what the American people 

actually want. And for the good of the country, Trump will need to do more than just talk about it.” 

 

 


